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Festival of Saint David.
March 1st marks the Festival of St David
the patron saint of Wales.

Dydd Gŵyl Dewi Hapus
(Happy Saint David's Day)

Festival of Saint Patrick
March 17th marks the festival of Saint
Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland.

Lá Fhéile Pádraig sona duit
(Happy Saint Patricks Day)



 
Editor–

Larry Anthony PHF,
secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk

Welcome to Becton & District
Rotary Club. We are a re-formed
modern Rotary Club providing
potential members with an informal,
low cost, flexible and friendly way to
be a member of Rotary
International. We strongly believe in
Service Above Self and strive to
support local, national and
international communities where
there is a need.
We are firmly committed to equal
opportunity for all and strive for
a Club that represent the areas
we serve. Our door is always
open to community minded
individuals from any sector of
the community who may wish to
become members.
Currently we meet twice per month.
The first meeting is on Zoom and
focusses on Club Business whilst
the second meeting is primarily a
social affair where business is kept
to a minimum and our intent is to
enjoy each other's company.

If you would like further details or a
discussion with an existing member
then please contact Larry Anthony
on the above email or call our
message centre on 07517 884945

Monthly Newsletter of the
Rotary Club of Becton & District

  Becton and District Rotary Club, Part of Rotary in Wessex District 1110

Serving the wider
New Milton & Milford Area

Serving the Community is very
important to us and we welcome
the help of community minded
people.
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Birthdays During March
 

Dave Nottage

Bungalow Refurbishment:.
Throughout the closed season
Pete, Keith, Sue and Christine
have been busying themselves with
work to bring the bungalow back to
its usual state of readiness for our
guests. 

Pictured left is Pete taking his turn
at a new game called Furniture
Fitting. The object of the activity is
to fit random items of furniture into
the load space of a small van

Pete drew the short straw and for
his attempt had to insert the
replacement Three Piece Suite
acquired as part of the
refurbishment.

Suffice to say that ultimately Pete
triumphed and with a shout of
'voila' was finally able to close the
rear doors of the van.

Well done to Pete and huge thanks
to Sean Willson of Everton Garage
for the loan of the van.



Prior to  what was anticipated to be an excellent lunch at MJ's Restaurant a smaller party also
accepted an invitation from the Textiles Department to view the recently purchased equipment
bought using residual funds from a joint project between New Forest Sewing for the NHS and Becton
Rotary Club. Demonstrated below by Department Tutor, Megan Cottell, is an A3 Textile Heat Press;
other equipment purchased at the time included a Juki Sewing Machine and a Juki Overlocker. The
three items together valued at £2000.

Visit to Brock College Textiles Department:

Images courtesy of K. Williams, James Brenan and Mary Pye.

After the visit Megan
said -
“Thank you for coming to
the college we really
enjoyed your visit and
being able to share with
you how our students
use the equipment
purchased with the
generous donation.”



Happy Smiling 
Faces at MJ's

Early February saw members, friends and guests of Becton Rotary make their scheduled
visit to MJ's Training Restaurant at Brockenhurst College. Below are pictorial examples of
the effect of combining good food, friendly company and a convivial atmosphere.



Printed on Behalf of our Friends and Colleagues At
The Rotary Club of Ringwood.



The role, evolution, and challenges for Hospital Radio

Guest Contribution:
 This month we welcome as our Guest Contributor Ken

Scotland of New Forest Hospital Radio. Ken Joined NFHR
back in 2022. After taking early retirement, Ken wanted to
volunteer and help a worthwhile local cause and was
attracted to both what the radio station can and does do for
the community, whilst being able to leverage his skills. With a
lifelong passion for music, Ken delivers a variety of shows for
the station and can always be called upon to support any
Scottish related entertainment. Although he has a passion for
Country music, he can be persuaded to play all genres and
types of music for our audience. Ken also manages
fundraising, PR and social media for NFHR, when he’s not in
the Studio.

For over fifty years, Hospital Radio has been a staple element of
many journeys through the healthcare system and a vital
companion for many people. It provides countless benefits to its 

listening audience and relies solely on the goodwill of its benefactors and a dedicated team of
volunteers for its very existence……

There have been many changes over the years. From
how it’s operated in the background, the early days with
record decks (remember those), through eight track
players and reel to reel tape machines to cassettes.
The journey through analogue music, although rich,
was indeed fun, but constantly challenging. Never mind
the clunky and unreliable broadcasting kit required to
get the signal to the listener’s bedside in the Hospital.

We’re now, from a timeline perspective, in the late 70’s/early 80’s and just entering the mass
computer era. Constant technological development puts a real strain on Hospital Radio funding
with the need to match the ever-changing ways in which the listeners consume our broadcasts.



In recent years this has been to Doctors surgeries and Care facilities. However, this will by evolution
extend naturally into the wider community, with potentially, pre and post hospital visit messaging plus
general healthcare and wellbeing messaging, all wrapped under the provision of the dissemination of
information on health related issues. Individual campaigns might range from flu jabs to loneliness, diet
and even art. This means that we need to be available to our listeners in different ways, so we could
be available on FM or DAB radio locally. Right now, we are only available on Internet radio outside the
Hospital (Ask your SMART speaker to play New Forest Hospital Radio), so this is a considerable
change and investment. 

         Project Heartbeat 
The launch of a campaign to upgrade our studio and broadcast equipment, some of which our
Technical Team have been giving triage to for over 20 years. The PC’s, mixers and broadcast
equipment need upgrading. This will be a mammoth ask and will require considerable investment
and sponsorship.

The team are up for this challenge and it’s important to mention
them. At New Forest Hospital Radio, we have around 25 people,
supporting, technical, music management, request collection,
administration and of course the presentation team. They’re the
lucky ones who get to sit in front of the microphone every other
week and entertain the listeners (only joking). The presenters
deliver shows 24/7/365 and have the real challenge of always
being that convivial host (but they love it). So much so, we have
several presenters who have been with us for over 20 years and
in one case over 30 years.

Fast forward to today and some forty years later NFHR
are again at the cusp locally of funding a complete
studio upgrade to make the studio “fit for purpose” in
today’s world (More about that later).

It’s important to always keep in the forefront of our
minds, why we exist and simply put, we are there for the
patient, first and foremost and then the wider listening
audience

Today, the wider listening audience is changing and, subtly, so is the requirement of Hospital Radio. 
We will always remain foremost as a service for the patient, however nowadays that patient may not
necessarily be within the four walls of a Hospital Ward and our evolving role in Hospital Radio is also to
carry important messaging around Healthcare into the community. 

So, how do we ensure we remain relevant and beneficial? We must adapt to the challenge and
ensure we create and deliver meaningful content for our broader listening audience. In real terms
that means a multi-facetted approach, as what got us to today won’t get us to the new operating
model, shaping our immediate priorities as: -

Angel of the Airwaves, Marea Leake receiving her
30 Year Long -Service Award from retiring Chair
Nigel Seth-Smith



          Project Vital
How we build a new suite of programs and provision
for our existing and potential new listening audience,
what that looks like and how we find and create the
appropriate content and make sure the listener
knows how to access the same. Along with the
associated broadcast mediums we might need to
deliver on (FM / DAB for example)

           Project Engage
We have a great team of people @ New Forest Hospital Radio, and they are undoubtedly the heart
and soul of the organisation, but we probably need to double up the team to manage these new
challenges.
What can you do to help? Tune in and listen to what we do would be a great start, get involved with
our objectives and join the team, help us raise the investment we need. Are you a would-be
presenter, a technical guru or just interested in music and helping others?

It’s all about the patient, how we entertain and keep them informed. At New
Forest Hospital Radio, we are firmly committed to being their Friend by the
Bedside (and possibly the fireside and even the car)



Please Visit The Becton Rotary Stall 
on Coronation Day

Poster Courtesy of New Milton Town Council.



Unusual Celebration Days in March

March:
1st-   Saint David's Day.
6th-   Club Business meeting on Zoom.
10th- International Bagpipe Day
17th- Saint Patrick's Day.
17th- International Sleep Day 
20th- Club social gathering at South Lawn Hotel, Milford on Sea.

Becton Rotary on 
Social Media.

Web:
www.bectonrotary.org.uk

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/bectonrotary

Twitter:
www.twitter.com/bectonrotary 

Instagram:
www.instagram.com/bectonrotary

E-Mail:
secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk 
 

Telephone our message centre:  
07517 884945

 

We would love to
hear from you!

Becton Rotary
Club Meetings.

We meet roughly every two weeks with
our intent being that the first meeting of
each month is a Zoom meeting focussing
on business matters whilst the second is
a face to face gathering focussing on
social matters.

If you would like an invitation to attend
one of our meetings then please contact
the Club Secretary, Larry on

secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk
 

You can be assured of a warm welcome.

      A listing of events directly and indirectly of interest to Club Members
and Supporters. Contact Secretary for further details-

Club Diary

Information by kind permission of
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/march-international-days

 

INTERNATIONAL BAGPIPE DAY
Every year on March 10th, International Bagpipe Day celebrates this unique
instrument. The day also promotes the diversity of bagpipes to the general public.
Bagpipes are woodwind instruments. Most people associate this instrument with
Scotland, Ireland, and other Celtic countries. However, the origins of the bagpipe
stem from ancient Egypt. 

WORLD SLEEP DAY
World Sleep Day on 17th March 2023 recognizes the importance of a good nights
rest for every human being on the planet. Taking place the Friday before the
vernal spring equinox, World Sleep Day is a time to review our night time routines
and consider making adjustments.

 

https://nationaldaycalendar.com/february-international-days/


Recognising the many demands that are
being made on Shelterbox resources at this
difficult time Club Members have approved
the purchase and donation of a Shelterbox.

These boxes contain  a variety of aid such as
Shelterbox's, shelter kits, tents, kitchen sets,
solar lights, mosquito nets, water filters,
water carriers and blankets.  The boxes are
no longer a 'one size fits all'; boxes and / or
their contents are distributed according to the
needs of the potential recipients following an
assessment by Shelterbox.

And Finally:

We are pleased once again to be
supporting the New Milton Music Festival
by providing assistance with stewarding
for the event. 

Whilst you are there why not ask any of
the Rotarians to tell you about life in
Becton Rotary, it could be a whole new
interest for you.Holiday Bungalow

Becton Rotary have a wonderful holiday
bungalow located on the Hoburne Naish Holiday
Park just waiting to be the source of a weeks
holiday for a family or group who would otherwise
not be be able to afford a holiday. To take
advantage of this offer those concerned require
the sponsorship of their local Rotary Club.
In return for a modest rental which includes use of
the Park's facilities the sponsoring Rotary Club
can provide a holiday for up to 6 people for one
week. Interested Clubs should contact Rtn Mary
Pye, mary.pye@btinternet.com for further details. 


